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Each year on the third Monday in April, 25,000 
runners gather in Hopkinton to run the Boston 
Marathon®, the world’s oldest annual marathon.  
This year, 17 of those runners are doing it for 
the Boston Living Center.  Their challenge is 
twofold, running 26.2 miles while each raising a 
minimum of $3,000, but their reward is tenfold; 
making a lasting impact on the lives of BLC 
members.

“The Boston Living Center for me represents over-
coming the negative and emphasizing Life with a 
capital L. I am in awe of the people I have met at the 

center who have come together 
to face their diagnosis with 
strength rather than weak-
ness, with hope rather than 
discouragement, and with 
love rather than fear. I’m 
can only aspire to have such 
courage in confronting 
my life stressors (such as 
Heartbreak Hill!).”  
–Michael O’Connor, 
“Running for Life” 
Marathon Team Member

This year’s 17 member Marathon team includes 
two BLC members who are running to show 
their appreciation. For Jamie Simpson, this will 
be his second time running the Marathon for 
the Center, “The BLC has kept me going for 10 
years. The least I can do is return the favor.”  As 
an official charity of the Boston Marathon®, the 
BLC will have a team in 2008, 2009 and 2010.

“Honestly, running isn’t 
fun for me.  It is painful, 
grueling, and emotionally 
taxing.  That’s where the 
Boston Living Center comes 
in.  The BLC is humanity at 
its finest, struggling to offer 
warmth, safety, and comfort 
to those in need.  The Boston 
Living Center is singing and 
laughing while lunch and din-
ner are being served.”- Holly 
Perreault, “Running for Life” 
Team Member

Tony Bertoldi and Kevin O'Neil

Randy Fasnacht and Justin Lopes

Holly Perreault

Jodi Knox

While the runners’ motivations vary, their con-
nection to the mission of the BLC has become 
more personal as they have been getting to know 
a BLC member through the Member Match 
program. Runners and members have been en-
joying sharing time together and finding inspira-
tion in one another. 

 “Running 
on the Boston 
Living Cen-
ter team has 
allowed me to 
turn a personal 
fitness goal 
into something 
much greater, 
impacting 
the lives of thou-
sands of people that benefit from the Center.”  Randy 
Fasnacht, “Running for Life” Marathon Team 
Member. 

“It is wonderful to sit down with Randy and share 
with him what it is like to live with the virus on a 
daily basis, not only as a BLC staff person, but as a 
member.” Randy’s BLC Buddy, Justin Lopes, BLC 
Staff and Member
 
On April 21 the months of training will pay off 
for the runners, 
but for their BLC 
buddies, and the 
other members at 
the BLC, their hard 
work will pay off 
for years to come.  
Please help us cheer 
on the Running for 
Life team on Mara-
thon day and join us 
at the Boston  Living  
Center on Stanhope 
Street for the Mara-
thon After-Party to 
celebrate and congratulate our runners. 

Thank you to the MBTA for displaying our Marathon Team ads on the 
Orange, Blue and Red Lines during the month of March



Message from the 
Executive Director

Spring brings new hope, new promise, new 
colors.  At the BLC we are celebrating spring 
with exciting news. First, our “Running for Life” 
team is training for the Boston Marathon® 
while raising funds for the BLC.  As the first 
AIDS service organization chosen as an of-
ficial charity of the Boston Marathon®, we are 
proud of our team and hope you’ll cheer them 
on as they run 26.2 miles and raise over $50,000 
for our members.  They truly are...Running 
for Life.  We are equally happy that Sara An-
drews joined us as the new Chair of the Board.  
Sara has big shoes to fill as Alfredo Hernandez 
passes the torch. We are pleased to work with 

Sara, as her commitment to 
the BLC, especially to the 
quality of services we offer, 
is outstanding. The BLC 
also welcomes Julie Barnes 
as our new Director of 
Member Services.  Julie 
has extensive experience 
with diverse populations 
from homeless teens to 
farm workers, and many 
years in the HIV field, 
including housing ad-
vocacy at AIDS Action 
Committee (AAC) and 

grant writing at Cambridge 
Cares about AIDS. With her passion for col-
laboration, Julie is excited to continue building 
a community where members are empowered to 
become leaders. And the last news comes from 
our Development Office, where Marc Davino 
joined us as the director.  Marc came to us from 
The Iacocca Foundation, where he served as As-
sistant Director of Development and Communi-
cations.  Prior to that, he was Director of Events 
at AAC.  Marc is happy to have lunch with you, 
take you on a tour of the BLC, or chat about 
plans going forward. On behalf of the members 
of the Boston Living Center, thank you for being 
part of our community and we wish you a happy 
spring. 

Warm regards,

Cathy Morales
Executive Director

December 30, 2007
Almost the new year. Woke at 6:40 a.m. to 

the dawn light, dressed, grabbed my camera, and 
began running, arriving at the top of Broadway 
& Main in Somerville in time to catch the sun-
rise. Maybe I am a morning person. The peace-
ful, unmatchable 
morning light can 
turn even a power 
plant & tanker into 
a work of art. 

January 20, 2008
Today I ran the last six miles of the marathon 

route. Memories of four years ago (memories 
filled with lots more runners & spectators) 
carried me along the hills of Commonwealth 
Avenue. As I crested the highest point, I saw my 
goal. Now I remember why it’s called “Heart-
break Hill,” though it actually spurred me on 
rather than broke my heart.

January 24, 2008
My longest run to date, nearly 8 miles. (Next 

weekend’s goal: 10.) To mix things up a bit, I 
ran to the Bunker Hill Monument, then up the 
250 stairs for one of the area’s best views. (My 
calves are still grouchy.) One photo captured the 
shadow of the monument stretching out over the 
townhouses of Charlestown. 

Sunday, February 10
 I went running around the hills 

of Somerville. (All the hills that 
used to live in Boston moved to 
Somerville long ago – must be the 
lower rents.) After a week of snow, 
rain, hail, locusts, – a typical New 
England winter week – Sunday 
morning’s weather was spectacular. 
As were many of the vistas, and the 
houses I ran past. Unfortunately, I 
didn’t bring my camera, for which 

Tales from the Road
Jamie Simpson, BLC Member and Marathoner 
Shares Excerpts from his Running Journal

I spent the better part of the run kicking my-
self. (On the plus side, kicking one’s self is good 
exercise – great for the quads.  ;-) Following the 
run, I went to church (First Church in Boston), 
where the youth organized a bake sale and Re-
ligious Education Director Ruth Owen (along 
with the choir, ministerial staff, and - the whole 
congregation) put together a very entertaining 
show about my training. Not only was it great 
fun (and yummy), but the youth donated the 
proceeds to the BLC.

Sunday, February 24, 2008:
A run of about 12-13 miles, back & 

forth over the dreaded hills 
of Newton, with one of my 
BLC marathon teammates. 
Afterward, stretching and 
protein shakes further along 
the route, then bowling with 
my older brother’s family, 
followed by BLC’s Dinnerfest 
Kickoff party at STIX res-
taurant. Yummy skewers, and 
more donations for the center. 
The adventure continues...

Thursday, March 6, 2008:
Last Sunday I ran from the Eliot Hotel, at 

the corner of Commonwealth & Mass. 
Ave, to Route 16 in Newton, and back. 
I thought the round trip was about 12 
miles; turns it was 17. Why, I won-
dered afterward while getting some-
thing to eat, did it seem like everyone 
was looking at me funny? Was I being 
paranoid, as usual? I discovered the 
answer as I washed up after eating: the 
sodium in the sweat from my running 
had crystallized on my face, making 
it look like I had fallen face-first into 
a snowbank. Who says exercise isn’t 
glamorous?...
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Boston Living Center 
Welcomes New Board 
Chair, Sara Andrews

Sara Andrews is the 
Senior Vice President of 
Development at Partners 
HealthCare.  She has been 
on the BLC Board since 
2002, providing fundrais-
ing expertise to the devel-
opment committee, chair-
ing the strategic planning 

committee, and strengthening ties between the 
BLC and Partners HealthCare.  She remarks, 
“I am honored to take the reins of the Board 
Chairmanship from Alfredo Hernandez and look 
forward to working with BLC members, staff, 
donors and community stakeholders as we con-
tinue to strengthen the Center’s programs for all 
who count on our support.” 

A heartfelt thank you to outgoing Board Chair, 
Alfredo Hernandez, for years of valuable service and 
leadership to the BLC. 

2006 – 2007 Donors
The Boston Living Center is able to provide vital programs and services to those living with 

HIV/AIDS because of the generosity of many individuals, companies, foundations and organiza-
tions. Those whose gift was $100 or more made between July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007 are listed.  
If there is an error in this listing, please let us know so we may correct our records. Contact  
Marc Davino, Director of Development (617) 236-1012 ext. 233 or mdavino@livingcenter.org
2006 – 2007 
Donors: 
Corporations
Platinum Level 3 -- $25,000 +
Whole Foods Market 

Platinum Level 2 -- $10,000 - $24,999
Montage
Pioneer Investments
Partners Healthcare System

Platinum Level 1 -- $5,000 - 9,999
Abbott Laboratories, Inc.
Fox Relocation Management Corp. 
Roche Laboratories Inc.

Gold -- $2,500 - $4,999
BIOSCRIP Pharmacy
Goldstein Office Furniture
McDougal Littell
Medallion Rugs, Inc. 
Online Buddies, Inc.
The Party Specialist
Wainwright Bank Community Fund

Silver -- $1,000 - $2,499
Aquitaine Bar a vin Bistrot
ATASCA on Hampshire
Boston Trust & Investment Management 
Company
Canvas Fine Arts Gallery
Crystal Capital Fund Management, LP
East Meets West Catering
Excelsior
Flowers by Darlene / North Shore Fruit 
Baskets
Great Bay Restaurant
Grey Goose
Grill 23 & Bar
Harvest
Henrietta’s Table
Kappy’s Liquors

Millennium Partners Sports Club Mgmt
Rota Portrait Design
Showroom
State Street Corporation
Union Bar & Grille
Urban Living Studio
Wellbridge Athletic Club

Bronze -- $500 - $999
209 Boston / Club Cafe
224 Boston Street Restaurant
28 Degrees
33 Restaurant & Lounge
Aquascutum London
Art Bar Boston
Art Supplies Wholesale
Avenue One
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Boston Private Bank & Trust Company
Burns & Levinson LLP
Children’s Health Care, Inc.
Circle Furniture
Coldwater Creek
Design Within Reach
Doggie Day Holdings, Inc.
Eaton Vance Management
ECLANO
Exotic Skins US, Inc.
Flora Restaurant
Four Seasons Hotel Boston
Gap Foundation Gift Match Program
Gargoyles on the Square
Golden Temple
Hamersley’s Bistro
In Blossom
Integral Resources, Inc.
Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health
Laurel Grill & Bar
Muddy Bird Pottery
Peet’s Coffee & Teas
Pho Republique
Realty Financial Partners
Sheraton Boston Hotel
Silvertone Bar & Grill
Smith & Wollensky
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada

Tremont 647
Via Matta

Friends -- $100 - $499
Appleton Bakery Cafe
The Artful Hand Gallery
Artison Jewelry Design
Aura Restaurant and Bar
Avila
Basil Tree Catering
Bay State Cruise Company
Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro
Bella Sante
Bin 26 Enoteca
Blue Ginger
Bob’s Southern Bistro
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Broadway Across America - Boston
Cafe Society
The Capital Grille 
Cedar Grove Gardens
CHEFS Catalog
CityGolf Boston
The Closet, Inc.
Coach Consumer Service
Coco Real Estate Services, LLC
Cuoio
Currier & Chives
Daniel A. Mullin & Associates
Davio’s Restaurant
The Dish
The Elephant Walk
Exel Logistics J&J Ltl.
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse
The Gillette Company Matching Gift 
Program
Gourmet Caterers, Inc.
Gurari Collections
Harpoon Brewery
Healthworks Fitness Centers for Women
Huntington Theatre Company
Hyatt Regency Cambridge
James Joseph Salon
Jeannette Neill Dance Studio
John B. Cruz Construction Company, Inc.

John Hancock Matching Gifts Program
Jordan’s Furniture
Klaus & Associates, Inc
La Tete Salon
Lala Rokh
MacDonald Design Associates, Inc.
Maids Home Services
Mario Ratzki Oriental Rugs
Masa
Michelle Mercaldo Contemporary 
Jewelry Design
Mistral Restaurant
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Monument Barber Shop
Morton’s The Steakhouse
North Shore Music Theatre
Open Enterprises, Inc.
Palm Restaurant
PAN Communications
polkadogbakery
Professional Staffing Group
Ptown Bikes
Ptown Parties
Radius
Seligman Dental Associates
Sidney’s Grille
SkinHealth Centers
Solea
Sooki
Sorellina
Stanhope Grille at Jurys Boston Hotel
Suffolk Downs
Tapeo Restaurant and Tapas Bar
Teatro
Terramia
Tiffany & Co.
Todd English Enterprise
Tresca
Union Oyster House
Upstairs on the Square
WA
Westin Copley Place
What On Earth
White Porch Inn

Marc Davino, Cathy  Morales, Julie Barnes

Jamie Simpson
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Debbie and 
Ron Fellman, 

Longtime Supporters

“The Boston Living Center is near and dear 
to our hearts,” says Debbie Fellman, referring to 
her entire family.  Having lost a brother – Peter 
Daniel Clark – to AIDS in 1992, Debbie Fell-
man has been supporting the BLC since our 
doors opened.  After he was diagnosed with HIV 
in 1987, Peter decided he would make a dif-
ference in his community and – after a trip to 
California – was instrumental in establishing our 
first Thanksgiving event for BLC members.

In the years since, Debbie and husband Ron 
have participated in many of the faith-based 
events at the BLC and feel strongly that do-
nating is more of a partnership.  “We believe 
in what you do, in the population you serve,” 

adds Debbie.  
Through the 
Peter Daniel 
Clark Fund, and 
Temple Beth 
Avodah, the 
Fellman fam-
ily started the 
Seder of Hope & 
Healing.  What 

began as an event for 35 has grown over the last 
15 years to more than 400 people learning to 
cope with loss.

Debbie closed with “Our job isn’t done...
we will continue to support the Boston Living 
Center.”  More information about the Peter 
Daniel Clark fund can be found at www.peter-
danielclark.org.  

. 

2006 – 2007  
Donors: 
Individuals
Platinum Level 2 -- $10,000 - $24,999
Christine & Larry Carsman 
Robert Hardman    
William Kelly 
Robert Marceau  

Platinum Level 1 -- $5,000 - 9,999
Randy & Steve Goldberger 
Donald  Vaughan & Lee Ridgway 

Gold -- $2,500 - $4,999
Sara Andrews  
Michael Bacon & Timothy Burgers
Deborah & Ronald Fellman  
Andrea Finard  
Richard Floreani & Thomas O’Toole 
Walter Hope & Jeff Doretti  
Daniel & Susan Kane  
Cathy Morales & Nakela Cook
Peta-Gaye & Michael Prinn  
Rita Roach   
Nancy Stell-Kiely & Barry Stell  
Lori Stewart Coletti 

Silver -- $1,000 - $2,499
Rodger Dashow  
Philip Dearborn  
Raymond Delano  
David & Robert Elston-Pollock
Elizabeth Fowler & James Parmentier
Michael & Linda Frieze  
David Frieze  
Larry Gettings & Fred  Mason
Michael Gettings & Lars Lundgren
Mark Gurley  
Henry Harrison & Lee Harrison
Kris Hormann & Gordon Hymers
C. Bruce & Helen Johnstone
Susan Kaplan  
Walter and Elizabeth Kenyon  
Ted & Jessica Leveroni
Karen Lieberman Daly & T. Edmund  Daly
James Long  
Matthew Mallow  
David & Janet Mannheim
David McGinness  
Michelle & Gary Nankin
Albert & Angela Nassi
Randy Price & Mark Steffen
Robert Quigley  
Suzanne Schultz  

Claudia & Tony Schwartz
Anne Seamans  
John & Elinor Svenson  
Anthony & Beth Terrana
Bruce Walker & Alice Cort

Bronze -- $500 - $999
Stuart Armstrong  
Solomon & Georgette Boucai
Brian Brandt  
Gregory Bulger & Richard Dix
Leah Camhi & Amy Pitter
Sarah Cohn  
Steven Connolly  
Robert Cummings & Dennis Condon
Paul Devlin & Meaghan Kanser
Dirk Diegel  
Nanette Dumas  
Jim Dwaileebe  
Christopher Eramo  
Michael Fay  
Barry Field & Kurt Weidman
Nick Fifis  
Susan Florence & Alan Smith
Harold & Charlotte Frank
Jeffrey Gates  
Steven & Barbara Grossman
V. Lloyd Jameson  
Jerome Kaper  
Christian Lassonde  
Eric Lindemer  
Lynn Mazzaferro  
Dennis McCrum  
Natasha Medwedeff  
John Polito  
John Powell & Margaret Mack
Phyllis Ribakoff  
Anne Ricculli  
Christina Rifkin  
Andrea & Harvey Rosenthal
Linda Rowley  
Peter Salgo & James Marra
Thomas Santaniello  
Stacy Segall & Todd Shapiro
David Siegenthaler  
Ellen Steinbaum  
Robin Wigmore  

Friends -- $100 - $499
Steve Abramowitz  
Morton Abromson & Joan Nissman  
John Affuso  
James Alexander & Thomas Stocker
Craig Allen  
Linda Allen  
Cheryl Amantea & Michael Poppers 
William & Nancy Ames

Paul Anagnostos & Brian Price
Dorothy Anderson  
Walter & Eleanor Angoff
Katie Anthony & Ben Rasmussen
Elizabeth Augustine  
Katherine & Lee Auspitz
Joseph Barri & Randy  Farrar
Brian Beaver & Regina McCarthy
Robert Belsher  
Deanne & Richard Benevento
Rae Bertellotti  
Peter Betit & Joeseph Federico
Gail Beverley  
Sandra Black  
Richard Blacker  
Richard & Elizabeth Blankstein
Debra Borkovitz  
Jacques Bourget & James Cote
Thomas Boyden  
David Breen & Michael Harrington
Bonnie Brescia  & Jeanette Poillon
Albert Bundy & William Mailloux
Michael & Ilene Bunis
John Burke & Barbara Stern
Tom Burke & Gary Fredericks
William Burton & Bradford Voigt
Paul & Catherine Buttenweiser
Steven Cadwell  
Ronald & Patricia Callahan
Mary Cardaras & Francesca Fifis
Adam Cardinal  
Joe Cardlisco  
Suzanne Cartledge  
Marta Casas  
A. Joseph Castellana & James Seligman
Mark Chalek & Jenny Lavigne
Harvey  & Marsha Chasen
Anthony & Karen Chigounis
Mary Chin  
Christine Coakley & Michelle O’Connell
John Coburn  
Robert Cochran  
Donna Cohen  
Domenic Colasacco & Marsha Salett
Anita Connerty  
Catherine Connolly   
Edward Conroy  
Shawn Cornelison  
Katie Cornwell  
Robert Coughlin & Elissa Abruzzo
Kevin Coveney   
Francis  Creedon  
Neil & Stephen Cronin-Barrus
Harvey & Tina Crosby  
Karen Crounse & Chris Cloward
Jim Cummings  
Ann Curby  
Terence Dalton  

Peter Damiano  
Patricia D’Amore  
Bert Davidson  
Robert Davis  
Nicholas Degenais  
Rachelle Dermer  
David DesLauriers  
Michael DiCaprio  
Elizabeth Dickinson & Linnea Olsson
Lorraine Doherty  
Marci Drees  
Catherine Dupuis  
Willis & Zachary Durant-Emmons
Jon Eber & Daryn Bower
David Eberly  
Peter Epstein  
Jeffrey Epstein & Dany Soucy
Judith Erdman  
Jon Erickson  
David Farrell  
Pamela Farren  
Daniel Faucher  
Louis Ficociello & Daniel Sullivan
Robert Fierman & Barbara Fierman
Todd Finard  
Jean Flatley McGuire  
Kevin & Elaine Foley
Carol Folkes-Youens  
Charles & Jane Forman
Dorr Fox  
Andrea Franz  
Kenneth Freed  
Phyllis & Stuart Freilich
Barbara & Rich Furman
Michael & Leslie Gaffin  
Norell Gardner  
Kelly Gaule  
Lawrence Gelb & Terri Schubach
Paul Gibb  
Sean Gilbertson  
Robert & Lisa Glosson  
Laurie Goldberger & Leslie Kogod
Seth Goldberger  
Mark Gonthier  
Anthony Gordon  
Philip & Sandra Gordon  
Scott Gortikov & Ross Ozer
Jon Gothing  
Martin Gottlieb & John Collette
Robert Goulet  
William Grainge  
Lawrence Greenwald  
Ellen Griggs  
Peter & Elizabeth Gross
Mark Guenard  
Garrett Hair  
Meg Hale  

Joseph Haley & Eric Tingdahl
Michael Hammerschmidt & Gary Groth
Gibson & Susan Hammond
Donald Hayes  
Karla Hayes  
Liam & Lisa Healy
Paul Hempel  
David Henderson  
Alfredo Hernandez  
Martin & Corrine Hirsch  
Daniel Hochman & Douglas DiMartile
Philip & Holiday Houck  
David Hough  
Maxine Howe  
Patricia Huber  
John Hunt  
Anthony Imperioso  
Susan Jacoby  
Peter Jakubowski  
Marvin Kabakoff  
Andrew & Kristina Kanellopoulos  
Michael Kascak &William Hritz
Daniel Kelly  
Paul Kimball  
John & Robin Krivit
Harriet Krupp  
John Kunowski  
Patty & Paul Kussell
Mark & Laura LaConte  
Harold Langell  
Andrew Lantz  
John Latella  
John Lawrence  
Debra Leahy  
Dorothy Levinson  
Lawrence & Margaret Levy  
Karen Lewis  
Debbie Lewis & Lisa Drapkin
Sarah Lieberman  
Lawrence Lookner  
Paul Lynch  
Carla Lynton  
Brian Magee  
Jose Maldonado  
Mary Ann Marino  
Daniel McCarthy & Patricia Sargent McCarthy
Michael McHugh  
Mark Merante & Adrien Saks
Gregory Messina & Nancy LaCava
Stephanie Messina  
Scot & Lorraine Miller
Richard Minard  
Peter Mitchell  
Chris Moleske  
Rick Murray  
Jane Namazzi  

Susan Bullock,
Director of Community 

Relations at Pioneer 
Investments

Pioneer Investments’ association with BLC 
began in November 1994 and we are proud to 
have been able to increase our support to the 
BLC over the years. We have also sent volun-
teer groups to serve meals.  In 2001, when we 
launched our “Pioneer Helping Others” corpo-
rate social responsibility program, our giving to 

the BLC has been a cornerstone 
of our efforts. 

Pioneer Investments has a 
firm commitment to ensuring 
that people living with HIV/
AIDS have access to necessary 
care and services.  We have 650 

associates in our Boston office with valuable 
strengths and resources, and I believe every 
business should lend their expertise to formu-
late a targeted response to today’s challenges, 
such as the HIV/AIDS epidemic.   

We support the BLC because we are im-
pressed with the dimensions of their model. It 
is especially meaningful to us that it is being 
replicated in South Af-
rica, as we are also help-
ing patients at an AIDS 
hospital in Zimbabwe, in 
addition to helping those close to home. 

Through Pioneer Investments’ thriving 
matching gift program, our associates give to 
the BLC and we match those donations dollar 
for dollar.  It is an honor to augment this sup-
port and to set an example, as a company. 

Jerry Thorne, 
A Loyal BLC Friend  

and Volunteer

Jerry Thorne first became involved with 
the Boston Living Center in the late eighties, 
when, as part of a men’s social club, he helped 
renovate a room in BLC’s first home at the 
YWCA.  Many of Jerry’s friends were instru-
mental in pioneering the vision for the Center 

during its early years, 
and he was a member 
of the first ever Din-
nerfest Committee. 
At that time he hosted 
and attended elaborate 
house parties to raise 
funds for the Center. 
After a few years, Din-
nerfest expanded to 
include restaurants and 
Jerry has been hosting a 
dinner party at the same 

restaurant for over ten years!  After many years 
on the Dinnerfest Committee, Jerry continued 
supporting the BLC in various ways. Twelve 
years ago, he was diagnosed with AIDS, and 
has never been sick. Feeling fortunate for his 
health and extensive support from family and 
friends, Jerry wanted to help those who are not 
as fortunate, so after retiring he began volun-
teering in BLC’s Meals Program. You can find 
Jerry serving juice or behind-the-scenes, doing 
dishes. “I always leave here feeling great, there 
is no better feeling.” And speaking of Dinner-
fest, thanks to all our supporters and donors 
who made this year’s Dinnerfest a huge success!

Jerry Thorne and David 
Hough, Dinnerfest 2008
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2006 – 2007  
Donors:  
Foundations
Platinum Level 2 -- $10,000 - $24,999
Clipper Ship Foundation
Esmond V. Harmsworth Charitable Foundation
The Robert and Helen Hardman Family Fund
State Street Foundation

2006 – 2007  
Donors:  
Organizations
Platinum Level 2 -- $10,000 - $24,999
Monday Night Bowling League

Platinum Level 1 -- $5,000 - 9,999
The Royal Commonwealth Society, Inc

Gold -- $2,500 - $4,999
Boston Public Health Commission
Old South Church
United Way of Massachusetts Bay, Inc.

Silver -- $1,000 - $2,499
Congregational Church of Needham
Harvard University
Tufts-New England Medical Center

Bronze -- $500 - $999
Brattle Film Foundation, Inc
Dana Farber Cancer Institute
Fenway Community Health Center
First Church in Boston Ministers Fund 
Harvard AIDS Coalition
Sibusiso
Simmons College

Peter Nee  
Justin Newmark  
Robert Nolan  
David O’Brien  
Edward O’Neil  
Shawn O’Neill  
Alex Oneto  
Kenneth Osherow  
Javier Pagan & Pedro Velazquez
Frank Pantano  
Joyce & Bruce Pastor
Andrea Paulson  
Nancy Peckenham & Mark Fleischman
Howard Peltzman  
Clem Pepe  
James Pettinelli & Thomas Keegan
Steven Pierce  
Edward & Maryann Pilat
Lisa Plosker  
Susan Portin  
Kevin Powers  
James Quale & Sandro Frattura
Jeffrey Ranahan  
Charles & Ranney
Matthew Ransom  
Robert & Ruth Remis
John Renner  
Michael & Jean Richards  
David Richwine  
Franny & Ralph Roberto
Russell & Joyce Robinson
John Rocha  
Carlos Rodriguez-Vidal  
Steven Rosenblum  
Frank Rotondo  
Ellen Rottersmann & Sandra Lundy
James Ryan 
Steven Sayers & H. Ross Wood
Kathy & David Scadden
Jonathan Schaffrath  
Paul & Marcia Schneider
Brian Schnetzer  
Edward Schreiber  
Pamela Schrode  
Harold & Linda Schwartz  
Jonathan Scott  & Michael McGuill
Mary Seager  
James Seligman  
Siobhan Senier & Gregory Tillman
Janine Shahbaz  
David Shapira  
Malcolm & Barbara Sherman
Leon & Cynthia Shulman
Donald & Jill Shulman
David Siegenberg  
Allison Silvestri  
Thomas Skinner  
Paul Skowronski & Paul Baker
Jorge Soler  
Jonathan Soroff  
Arnold & Rena Soslow

George Sprague  
Gregory Steed  
Timothy Stein  
John Stewart  
Mark & Greg Still
Kathleen Sugrue  
Jon Swalboski & Paul Cronin-Swalboski
Fred & Pamela Swartz
Evelyn Tate & Randall Enger
Tim Theriault  
Derek & Patricia Till  
John Todd & Jeffrey Klenz
Richard & Sally Toran  
Geoffrey Tuba  
Leigh Tucker & Stephen Mehrtens
James & Edwin-Geory Tucker Bradley
David Turner & Calvin Cohen
William Vaughan  
Erick Velez  
John Vines  
Kasisomayjula Viswanath  
Kurt Walter  
Dennis Wassung & Britta Anderson
Thomas Webber  
Richard & Sally Weitzen  
Linda Wheeler  
Jeffrey Wheeler  
Barry & Eleanor White
Judith White  
Robert Whitelaw  
Jeffrey Whitestone  
Jeffrey Williams  
Beth Williams & Susan Lerner
David Wilson  
John Winterle  
Sarah Wunsch & Chris Ernst
Timothy Yaeger  
Yumi Yasutake  
William York  
David Young  
Leonard & Shirley Young
Joel Zimet  
Michael Zimman & Ellen Rovner
Stephen Zinner      

2006 – 2007 Donors: continued from page 3 Platinum Level 1 -- $5,000 - 9,999
Bristol-Meyers Squibb Foundation
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, Inc.
Campbell & Hall Charity Fund
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Redefining L.I.F.E 
Jeffrey’s life goals are to begin a new career 

in the human services field, own a home again, 
and find a fulfilling relationship. He is active at 
the Center as a member of the Consumer Ad-
visory Board, a peer leader and is learning new 
computer skills in the computer lab. It is hard 
to imagine a man so distinguished and outgoing 
describing himself as tentative and afraid. But, 
that is how Jeff remembers feeling when he first 
entered the BLC for lunch.

At one point, Jeff was in a state of denial, “I 
didn’t want to hear anything or know anything 
about HIV. I cut off from the world.” A turning 
point came when he realized he had to come to 
terms with his HIV diagnosis if he was to keep 
sane. Then he saw a flyer for the BLC.

BLC staff member Betsy Simmons noticed 
that Jeff was new and approached him, showing 
genuine concern for his state of being.  After 
feeling more welcome at the Center, he decided 
to join the L.I.F.E (Learning Immune Func-
tioning Enhancement) program, an interactive 
support group that teaches participants healthy 
attitudes and behaviors that boost the immune 
system. 

The L.I.F.E Program, designed by the 
Shanti Institute in San Francisco, is benefi-
cial to both newly diagnosed people as well as 
long term survivors and addresses the physical, 
emotional and spiritual aspect of each person. 
Jeff and many other come to the program feeling 
isolation, loneliness and loss. In its place, they 
find camaraderie, connection, and a sense of 
belonging, meaning and purpose.

After eight weeks of learning and sharing, 
Jeff says that he and his 12 group mates became 
a family. “Basically” says Jeff, “The L.I.F.E Pro-
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gram showed me how valuable my life is. Now 
I am not afraid to talk to the doctor, I am eager 
to learn and connect with people because I feel 
part of them. I no longer feel estranged, like an 
outsider.” Jeff, along with 2 other graduates of 
L.I.F.E has been trained to co-facilitate the next 
session.

For Betsy, Program Coordinator, L.I.F.E is 
about learning how to calm anxieties and take 
charge of our life and health, “We are all in this 
together.  We are here to listen, lift each other 
up, and build strength, balance, perspective and 
goals. The program is an anchor in the storm of 
life.”  For Jeff and many others, the program is a 
life transformation.

Betsy and Jeff


